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Urban  District  of  Esher 


Telephone : Esher  2241 


Council  Offices, 
Esher. 

June,  1961 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1960  which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  No.  1/61. 

An  appraisal  of  the  state  of  health  of  the  community  is  an 
essential  and  constant  part  of  the  work  of  a Public  Health 
Department.  The  annual  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  presents  in  statistical  and  com- 
mentary form  a review  not  only  of  factors  in  the  environment 
affecting  health  and  the  incidence  of  birth,  death  and  disease,  but 
indirectly  of  the  working  of  those  National  and  local  statutory  and 
voluntary  services  which  exist  for  the  promotion  of  health.  The 
tripartite  structure  of  the  National  Health  Service  into  Hospital, 
General  Medical  and  Local  Health  and  Sanitary  Authorities 
restricts  the  field  of  such  a report  to  a very  small  part  of  the 
whole  picture  which  is  completed  by  perusal  of  the  reports  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  and  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  together  with  those  from  Regional  Hospital 
Boards  and  Executive  Councils. 

THE  ELDERLY 

The  welfare  of  elderly  persons  is  a matter  of  great  concern 
to  all  those  responsible  for  the  provision  of  services  designed  to 
help  them  to  maintain  themselves  in  their  own  homes.  It  is  one 
thing,  however,  to  provide  services  for  old  people  but  another  for 
them  to  be  willing  to  accept  such  services  when  they  are  available. 

A case  in  point  which  was  dealt  with  during  the  year  was 
Mrs.  X aged  84,  living  alone,  a slatternly  old  lady,  known  to  the 
department  for  many  years,  who  had  refused  all  previous  offers 
of  help  with  oaths  and  abuse.  However,  the  smell  emitting  from 
the  house  in  which  she  harboured  some  25  cats  and  concern  over 
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her  neglect  of  her  own  personal  needs,  indicated  that  the  time  had 
come  for  drastic  action.  After  much  enquiry,  it  was  found  that  she 
had  a relative  living  nearby.  This  lady  agreed  to  help  and  was 
received  by  Mrs.  X.  with  grudging  tolerance.  After  the  house  had 
been  disinfected  the  relative  made  frequent  visits  for  two  weeks 
to  gain  the  old  lady’s  confidence.  One  afternoon,  by  arrangement 
with  the  relative,  a Public  Health  Inspector  arrived  at  Mrs.  X’s 
house  with  a lorry  carrying  furniture  from  the  Housing  Depart- 
ment’s store,  an  R.S.P.C.A.  Inspector,  the  department’s  Pest 
Control  Officer,  and  a bundle  of  personal  clothing  and  blankets 
obtained  from  the  W.V.S.  In  two  hours  the  dirty  dilapidated 
furniture  had  been  removed  and  fresh  installed;  so  also  had  most 
of  the  cats  (six  of  the  oldest  and  wildest  made  a quick  getaway 
through  an  upstairs  open  window)  and  a start  had  been  made  to 
clean  the  house.  A few  days  later  Mrs.  X.  was  taken  to  the  Public 
Baths  by  the  Public  Health  Nurse  (this  she  enjoyed  enormously) 
and  a visit  to  a chiropodist  was  arranged.  A further  visit  from  the 
R.S.P.C.A.  Inspector  disposed  of  the  remaining  cats  with  the 
exception  of  one  tom  kitten.  A noteworthy  aspect  of  this  incident 
is  that  Mrs.  X.  became  co-operative  and  even  grateful  from  the 
time  that  positive  action  was  taken. 

The  relative  has  now  been  enlisted  as  a paid  ‘Home  Help’  and 
visits  her  two  or  three  times  a week.  The  National  Assistance  Board 
have  agreed  to  help  with  the  provision  of  bed  sheets  and  it  is  hoped 
to  have  two  of  her  rooms  decorated. 

The  nature  of  old  age  is  such  that  resistance  of  this  sort  is 
common.  Much  can  be  done  to  prevent  its  development  by  the 
attitude  of  voluntary  workers  for  Old  People’s  Welfare  in  fostering 
at  an  early  stage  in  the  process  of  grow'ing  old.  a good  under- 
standing of  the  services  which  are  available  to  help  as  physical 
and  mental  abilities  fail.  Old  people  are  then  more  ready  to  accept 
such  provisions  as  the  “House  Mother’’  scheme  which  is  operating 
so  successfully  at  Cobham.  The  value  of  this  type  of  provision  will 
be  the  greater  when  it  is  available  to  all  those  old  people  who  are 
barely  capable  of  looking  after  themselves  in  their  own  homes  but 
are  struggling  to  do  so;  and  when  they  regard  the  supervisory  cure 
of  a house-mother  as  a logical  and  natural  feature  of  advancing 
years. 

The  Public  Health  Nurse  working  in  close  co-operation  with 
the  Health  Visitors  continues  to  visit  many  old  people  in  their 
homes,  paying  particular  attention  to  those  thought  likely  to  fail. 


ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  HOME 

Attention  is  frequently  drawn  to  the  very  large  number  of 
accidents  which  occur  in  the  home.  Quarterly  returns  are  now 
received  from  the  Ambulance  Service  of  those  home  accidents 
which  have  been  so  severe  as  to  warrant  an  ambulance  being 
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called.  Forty -four  such  cases  were  notified  during  1960  and  of 
course  the  total  number  of  home  accidents  in  the  district  will  be 
much  larger  than  this.  Twelve  deaths  of  Esher  residents  are 
recorded  as  being  the  result  of  accidents  other  than  road  accidents 
which  were  reported  by  the  Registrar  General  to  be  nine  in 
number.  All  those  reported  in  which  there  appears  to  be  a possibly 
recurring  cause  are  visited  and  advice  given.  A great  deal  can  be 
done  to  reduce  the  number  of  home  accidents  by  members  of  the 
Council  staff  and  others  who  visit  houses  for  one  purpose  or 
another,  if  they  are  aware  of  the  danger  which  exists  in  the  average 
home  and  are  prepared  to  offer  tactful  advice.  Such  action  is 
particularly  applicable  on  Council  Housing  Estates. 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 

The  general  trend  of  the  population  of  the  district  as  a whole 
is  for  it  to  increase  in  size,  to  have  a similar  birth  rate  and  for  its 
members  to  live  to  a greater  age  than  ten  years  ago. 

In  1950  there  were  4,762  children  attending  21  County  schools. 
In  1960  this  number  had  increased  to  6,569  children  attending  23 
schools.  The  estimated  population  was  given  as  51,500  compared 
with  the  present  figure  of  57,850,  and  the  number  of  inhabited 
houses  rose  from  15,185  to  18,841.  The  number  of  children  bom  in 
1950  was  727  giving  a birth  rate  of  14-1  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
whereas  in  1960  these  figures  were  842  and  14-5  per  1,000.  The 
proportion  of  persons  of  pensionable  age  and  over  in  the  country 
as  a whole  is  gradually  increasing  and  this  trend  can  be  expected  to 
continue.  It  is  estimated  that  this  ratio  will  rise  from  one  in  seven 
to  one  in  six  of  the  population  in  the  next  ten  years.  After  a rise 
in  the  birth  ra^e  during  and  following  World  War  II  there  was  a 
considerable  fall  which  has  been  only  partially  restored. 

The  most  frequent  cause  of  death  continues  to  be  that  group 
of  diseases  associated  with  the  circulatory  and  nervous  systems. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  28  deaths  occurred  of  persons  over 
90  years  old  and  that  well  over  half  of  the  total  number  of  deaths 
recorded  were  of  persons  of  over  75  years  old.  The  number  of 
infant  deaths  occurring  during  the  year  was  somewhat  higher  than 
usual.  This  figure  however  fluctuates  considerably  from  year  to 
year. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. — No  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis  were 
notified  during  the  year.  This  was  in  accordance  with  the  trend  of 
the  disease  throughout  the  country  as  a whole.  Concurrent  with  the 
general  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  past 
few  years  has  been  a steady  increase  in  the  number  of  persons 
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protected  against  the  disease  by  vaccination.  It  is  still  too  early  to 
measure  the  full  elfect  of  vaccination  but  there  are  surely  good 
grounds  for  guarded  optimism.  Protection  has  now  been  offered  to 
all  persons  up  to  the  age  of  forty  and  also  to  certain  persons  who 
are  exposed  to  undue  risk  of  infection.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
approximately  60%  of  the  eligible  population  had  been  vaccinated. 

Tuberculosis. — Eleven  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
were  notified  and  five  deaths  were  attributed  to. this  cause.  The 
death  rate  was  0-08  per  1 .000  population  and  the  notification  rate 
01 9 per  1,000. 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1960 


New  cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 
.V/.  F. 

Other 

M.  F. 

Respiratory 
M.  F. 

Other 

M.  F. 

Under  5 ... 
5-14 

15-24 

25-44 

45-64 

65  and  over 

2 1 

1 3 

2 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 — 

1 

- 

Totals 

5 6 

1 1 

5 

- 

Diphtheria. — The  efforts  made  to  ensure  a high  degree  of 
immunity  to  diphtheria  in  the  community  by  means  of  immunisa- 
tion have  perhaps  been  deprived  of  some  of  their  force  by  the 
poliomyelitis  vaccination  campaign.  The  recent  occurrence  of  small 
isolated  outbreaks  of  diphtheria  throughout  the  country  has  pointed 
once  again  to  the  continued  need  for  immunisation  of  all  children 
at  an  early  age  and  the  maintenance  of  effective  protection  by 
reinforcing  injections  at  intervals  throughout  their  school  life.  Not 
all  parents  are  aware  of  this  need  and  during  1960  a sustained 
attempt  was  made  to  improve  the  acceptance  of  immunisation  with 
particular  stress  on  the  need  for  reinforcing  injections.  With  the 
help  of  head  teachers,  parents  of  children  attending  private  schools 
were  approached  and  co-operated  whole-heartedly  in  the  scheme 
with  the  result  that  injections  were  given  in  17  schools  in  the  area 
to  seven  hundred  children.  Ouring  this  period  the  number  of  re- 
inforcing injections  given  by  Medical  Practitioners  rose  to  430% 
by  comparison  with  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous 
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year.  The  routine  annual  visits  to  maintained  schools  to  carry  out 
immunisation  of  the  pupils  continued. 

During  the  year  1,008  children  were  immunised  against  diph- 
theria and  2,303  were  given  reinforcing  doses,  compared  to  666 
and  562  in  1959.  No  case  of  the  disease  occurred  in  the  district. 

Intestinal  Infections. — The  incidence  of  bowel  infections  as  a 
whole  is  a matter  of  concern  to  Public  Health  Authorities  through- 
out the  country.  There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of 
notifications  of  the  mild  Sonne  Dysentery  in  this  area  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year  but  the  number  of  cases  notified  was  not 
particularly  high.  Five  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  and 
two  of  paratyphoid  fever. 

Paratyphoid  fever  is  sufficiently  rare  in  these  days  to  warrant 
comment  and  the  occurrence  of  two  cases  in  the  Molesey  area  pro- 
vided an  excellent  example  of  the  type  of  co-operation  which  exists 
between  field  workers  in  the  Health  Service  as  a whole.  Bacterio- 
logical examinations  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  Epsom  and  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Colindale 
identified  the  infecting  organism  minutely  and  information  con- 
cerning its  previously  known  habits  was  readily  obtained.  Details 
of  other  similar  recent  infections  in  the  County  of  Surrey  were 
also  received  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  so  that  it  was  pos- 
sible to  quickly  build  up  a picture  of  the  likely  source  of  infection. 
Investigations  of  possible  sources  were  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Departments  of  two  other  Local  Authority  areas.  All 
Medical  Practitioners  in  the  area  were  informed  of  the  occurrence 
of  the  disease,  and  one  member  of  the  family,  a baby  who  was  not 
infected,  was  admitted  to  hospital  as  a precautionary  measure. 
Bacteriological  investigations  were  carried  out  over  a period  of 
months  at  strategic  points  in  the  system  of  sewers  serving  the  whole 
area  concerned  and  in  the  river  so  that  no  possible  local  source 
of  infection  would  be  missed  and  any  possible  spread  could  quickly 
be  traced.  Despite  these  intensive  investigations  the  source  of 
infection  remained  obscure,  but  no  other  cases  occurred  and  the 
affected  persons  quickly  recovered  from  the  very  mild  attacks 
they  had  suffered. 

Investigations  into  cases  of  suspected  dysentery  and  food 
poisoning  are  an  important  part  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department.  The  majority  of  such  investigations  do  not  reveal 
any  recognisable  type  of  infection  or  the  source  from  which  it 
came.  Early  notification  by  Medical  Practitioners  of  suspected 
cases  of  dysentery  and  food  poisoning  is  essential  for  effective 
control  of  the  spread  of  infection,  particularly  in  communities  such 
as  schools  and  residential  homes.  The  co-operation  of  family 
doctors  in  this  respect  is  much  appreciated. 
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Smallpox  vaccination. — Details  of  the  number  of  vaccinations 
carried  out  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  primary  vaccinations  776 

Number  of  re-vaccinations  ...  ...  287 

Tetanus. — Nine  hundred  and  eighty  seven  children  were 
immunised  during  the  year  and  615  received  reinforcing  doses. 

Whooping  cough. — The  number  of  cases  notified  was  43. 
Nine  hundred  and  twenty-seven  children  were  immunised  against 
the  disease  and  703  were  given  reinforcing  doses. 

Anthrax. — Anthrax  was  added  to  the  list  of  infectious  diseases 
notifiable  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  Medical  Practitioners. 

N on-notifiable  diseases. — Head  Teachers  of  Local  Education 
Authority  schools  notify  at  regular  intervals  cases  of  non-notifiable 
infectious  diseases  occurring  in  their  schools.  This  is  a useful  pro- 
cedure which  is  much  appreciated.  The  prevalence  of  common 
fevers  of  childhood  was  very  low  during  the  year  under  review. 

In  the  tables  which  follow  will  be  found  a summary  of 
statistics  relating  to  these  and  other  matters,  while  the  report  of 
the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  presents  a summary  of  the 
extensive  routine  visiting  and  sampling  which  is  carried  out  in  the 
District  by  his  staff.  Such  vigilance  continues  to  be  necessary  and 
indeed  the  routine  work  of  the  Inspectors  increases  with  each 
successive  year.  My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Armstrong  and  all 
members  of  the  department  for  the  way  in  which  they  apply 
themselves  to  their  often  difficult  tasks. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  of  the  Council  for 
their  interest  and  support  during  the  year. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  WESTCOMBE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  

14,847 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid.  1960) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses — end  of  1960 — according  to  rate 

57,850 

books 

18,841 

Rateable  Value 

...  £1 

,316,305 

Product  of  a penny  rate  1960/1961 

£5,350 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  births  

842 

403 

439 

Legitimate 

388 

425 

Illegitimate 

15 

14 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population— 

-14-5 

Corrected  live  birth  rate — 14-4. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Still-births 

17 

6 

11 

Legitimate 

6 

10 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

Still-births  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births — 19-8. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total  live  and  still-births  

859 

409 

450 

Legitimate  

394 

435 

Illegitimate 

15 

15 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Infant  deaths  (under  1 year  of  age) 

20 

9 

11 

Legitimate 

9 

9 

Illegitimate 

- 

2 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  (total  deaths) 

23-8 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  (legitimate  deaths)  ... 

22-1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  (illegitimate  deaths)  ... 

68-9 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Neo-natal  (first  four  weeks)  mortality 

16 

6 

10 

Legitimate 

6 

9 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

Rate  per  1.000  live  births — 19-0 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Perinatal  (under  1 week  of  age)  

13 

5 

8 

Legitimate 

5 

7 

Illegitimate 

Rate  per  1.000  live  birth^ — 15-4. 

1 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births — 3*4. 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion) 

Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 

Nil 
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BIRTHS 

During  the  year  842  live  births  were  registered,  this  being  23  more 
than  last  year’s  total.  The  rate  per  1,000  population  was  14-4  compared 
with  the  rate  of  171  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  total  number.  29  or 
3-4%  were  illegitimate. 

DEATHS 

During  the  year  594  deaths  were  registered  The  death  rate  was  10-3 
per  1,000  compared  with  the  rate  of  11-5  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
infant  mortality  rate  was  23-8  per  1,000  live  births  and  compares  with 
the  rate  of  21-7  for  England  and  Wales. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M. 

F. 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

5 

- 

5 

-) 

Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

1 

-> 

4. 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

- 

- 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

— 

8. 

Measles 

- 

- 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

4 

8 

12 

11. 

lung,  bronchus 

30 

7 

37 

12. 

„ breast 

- 

7 

7 

13. 

„ „ uterus 

- 

1 

1 

14. 

Othev  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

27 

35 

62 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

3 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

30 

60 

90 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

60 

36 

96 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

1 

34 

4 

5 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

63 

97 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

20 

21 

41 

?? 

Influenza 

— 

“ 

23. 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  • • 

8 

10 

18 

24. 

Bronchitis 

10 

3 

13 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

3 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

5 

I 

6 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

4 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

-- 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

4 

6 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

20 

34 

>4 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

3 

9 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

8 

4 

12 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

3 

4 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

1 

Total 


280 


314 


594 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  1960 
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NUMBER  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  YEARLY 
DURING  THE  PAST  SIX  YEARS 


1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

Acute  encephalitis 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

19 

9 

4 

2 

- 

- 

Acute  pneumonia 

16 

14 

17 

9 

42 

9 

Diphtheria  ... 

... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

5 

149 

70 

20 

19 

38 

Erysipelas 

6 

4 

1 

- 

8 

6 

Food  poisoning  

1 

13 

8 

- 

4 

5 

Malaria  

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Measles 

327 

81 

801 

106 

940 

12 

Meningococcal  infection  ... 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

1 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ... 

... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  fever 

... 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ... 

7 

T 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Scarlet  fever  

14 

41 

13 

8 

45 

15 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ... 

31 

32 

19 

21 

20 

13 

Typhoid  fever 

... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  cough  

30 

32 

81 

1 

17 

43 

NOTIFICATIONS 

RECEIVED 

MONTHLY 

DURING 

I960 
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18 

February 

O 

3 

- 

3 

1 

- 

4 

1 

- 

1 

17 

March 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

d 

1 

11 

April 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

d 

1 

- 

1 

9 

May 

1 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

12 

21 

June 

- 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

1 1 

July 

- 

3 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

8 

August 

1 

1 

- 

1 

d 

- 

- 

d 

1 

- 

8 

16 

September 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

d 

- 

d 

- 

5 

9 

October 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

5 

11 

November 

-) 

- 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

d 
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- 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

3 
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9 

38 

6 

5 

12 
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11 
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SCHOOLS 

The  number  of  children  attending  the  County  Schools  at  31st 
January,  1960  was  :■ — 


PRIMARY  SCHOOLS 

No.  on  Roll 


Claygate  Junior  School 

239 

Claygate  Infants 

133 

Cobham  St.  Andrew's  Junior 

316 

Cobham  Infants  

196 

Downside  St.  Matthews 

42 

East  Molesey,  Junior  Boys 

176 

East  Molesey,  Junior  Girls 

205 

East  Molesey,  The  Orchard  Infants 

155 

Esher  C.  of  E.  Junior 

206 

Esher  C.  of  E.  Infants  

121 

Hinchley  Wood  Primary  

333 

Long  Ditton,  St.  Mary’s  

211 

Long  Ditton  Infants 

159 

Oxshott.  Royal  Kent  Primary 

187 

Thames  Ditton  Junior 

216 

Thames  Ditton  Infants 

128 

West  Molesey,  Rivermede  Junior  ... 

414 

West  Molesey,  Sunnymead  Infants 

294 

SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

Cobham,  St.  Andrew’s  

443 

Hinchley  Wood 

...  1,298 

Esher,  Wayneflete 

490 

Molesey  Boys  

318 

Molesey  Girls  

289 

Total 


6,569 
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DISTRICT  NURSES  AND  MIDWIVES  IN  THE 
ESHER  URBAN  DISTRICT 

DISTRICT  NURSES 


Area  Served  Name,  Address,  Telephone  No. 

CLAYGATE : 

Miss  B.  Brooker,  96,  The  Roundway.  (Esher  4787).  . 

Miss  K.  Brackley,  96,  The  Roundway,  (Esher  4787). 

‘Miss  H.  V.  Lloyd.  1 Telegraph  Lane,  (Esher  3297). 

COBHAM  : 

‘Miss  R.  Wright,  9,  Wyndham  Avenue,  Cobham  (Cobham  3264). 

‘Miss  M.  Owen,  116c,  Anyards  Road.  Cobh.im  (Cobham  3110). 

ESHER  : 

Miss  G.  P.  Preston-Thomas,  37,  Cranbrook  Drive.  Esher  (Emberbrook  4123). 

Miss  E.  S.  E.  Philipps,  "The  Cottage”,  The  Green.  Esher  (Esher  4434). 

EAST  AND  WEST  MOLESEY  : 

Miss  M.  V.  Burke.  108,  Molesham  Way,  West  Molesey  (Molesey  2537). 

Miss  B.  Furber,  108,  Molesham  Way.  West  Molesey  (Molesey  2537). 

Miss  E.  Henbest,  22,  Queens  Road,  Thames  Ditton  (Emberbrook  5589). 

LONG  DITTON  : 

‘Mrs.  Bell.  10,  Brcoklands  Road  (Emberbrook  4631). 

OXSHOTT : 

‘Miss  A.  Clement,  "Cartref",  Danes  Hill,  (Oxshott  2758). 

THAMES  DITTON  AND  HINCHLEY  WOOD  : 

‘Covered  by  Surbiton  Nurses’  Home.  21  - 23.  Upper  Brighton  Road,  Surbiton. 
(Eimbridge  3027).  (Superintendent  : Miss  P.  M.  Stanley). 


ESHER  : 


MIDWIVES 


Miss  B.  Brooker  and  Miss  K.  Brackley.  96  The  Roundway.  Claygatc  (Esher  4787). 


EAST  AND  WE.ST  MOLESEY  : 

Miss  M.  Holdaway.  34.  Merton  Way,  West  Molesey  (Molesey  2597). 


‘ District  Nurse/Midwife. 
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LIST  OF  SURREY  COUNTY  COUNCIL  CLINICS  IN 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ESHER 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  AND  IMMUNISATION 
North-Central  Division  of  the  County  (Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Health 
Centre,  Grange  Road,  Kingston-on-Thames.  Tel.:  Kingston  7261) 


CLAYGATE  : Village  Hall.  Church  Road  (Esher  2035). 


General  Medical  and  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 
Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . 

COBHAM  : Between  Streets  (Tel.;  Cobham 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Immunisation  and  vaccination  . . 

General  Medical 

Ante-Natal 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . 


Tuesdays.  1.30  p.m. 

4th  Tuesday,  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Tuesdays.  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

3252). 

Thursdays.  1.30  p.m. 

Mondays.  2nd  and  4th,  1.30  p.m.  (Toddlers) 
4th  Thursday,  2.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 
Wednesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Wednesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Thursdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


DOWNSIDE  : St.  Michael’s  Chapel  (not  on  telephone). 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . Tuesdays,  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


EAST  MOLESEY  : The  Clinic.  St.  Mary’s  Road  (Tel.:  Molesey  4220). 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ..  Wednesdays.  1.30  p.m. 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 1st  Wednesday.  2.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

EAST  MOLESEY  : W.V.S.  Office,  144-150,  Walton  Road  (Tel.  Molesey  6708). 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . Mondays  2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Tuesday  - Friday  10  a.m.  - 4 p.m. 


ESHER  : King  George’s  Hall,  High  Street  (Tel.:  Esher  3285). 

General  Medical  and  Maternity 

and  Child  Welfare  1st  and  3rd  Thursdays,  1.30  p.m. 

immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 3rd  Thursday.  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . Thursdays  10.30  a.m.  to  12  nocn,  2 p.m. 

to  4 p.m. 

HINCHLEY  WOOD  : St.  Christopher’s  Hall  (net  on  telephone). 

General  Medical  and  Maternity 

and  Child  Welfare  Fridays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . Last  Friday  in  each  month  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


LONG  DITTON  : Parish  Hall,  Thorkhill  Road  (Tel.:  Emberbrook  4495). 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
General  Medical 
Ante-Natal 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 
Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 


Tuesdays.  1.30  p.m. 

Fridays,  9.30  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m 
Fridays,  10.30  to  12  noon. 

2nd  Friday,  2.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


OXSHOTT  : Women’s  Institute,  Steels  Lane  (not  on  telephone). 

Health  Visitors’  weighing  and 

consultation  session  1st.  3rd.  4th  and  5th  Wednesdays, 

2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . 1st.  3rd.  4th  and  5th  Wednesdays. 

10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 


WEST  MOLESEY  : Hurst  Cottage,  Walton 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
General  Medical 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 
.4nte-Natal 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . 


Road,  (Tel.:  Molesey  2478). 

Fridays.  1.30  p.m. 

Mondays  9.30  a m.  to  10.45  a.m. 

2nd  Wednesday.  2.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 
Mondays,  10.45  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Mondays  to  Fridays  2.15  p.m.  to  4.15  p.m. 


20 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1960 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Esher.  June,  1961. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  , 

1 have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  fourth  Annual  Report, 
which  summarises  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  during  the  year  1960;  a busy  but  happy  year  for  every- 
one in  the  Department. 

Food  and  living  accommodation  are  the  primary  needs  of 
mankind,  and  these  two  very  important  matters  form  the  basis  of 
much  of  the  work  of  the  Inspectors. 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Department  to  ensure  that  food 
is  fit  for  consumption,  and  that  it  is  of  the  required  standard. 

All  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  relation  to  environmental 
hygiene  and  housing  repair  brought  to  our  notice  have  been  dealt 
with,  and  December  1960  saw  the  end  of  the  first  five  year  slum 
clearance  programme. 

During  the  year  under  review  this  district  was  fortunate  indeed 
to  escape  the  terror  of  the  floods  which  ravaged  other  parts  of  the 
country,  bringing  enormous  personal  discomfort  and  attendant 
health  hazards. 

In  these  days  of  tremendous  scientific  discovery  and  with  stan- 
dards in  connection  with  many  aspects  of  life  maintaining  an 
upward  trend,  our  responsibilities  are  ever  more  important  to 
ensure  that  matters  in  relation  to  the  two  fundamentals  of  life, 
housing  and  food,  do  not  lag  behind  in  the  general  raising  of 
living  standards. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation 
of  the  support  and  co-operation  I have  received  during  the  year 
from  the  members  of  the  Council  and  from  the  officers  of  all  the 
other  Departments.  I should  especially  like  to  thank  Dr. 
Westcombe  for  his  continued  co-operation,  and  the  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  their  support  throughout  the  year. 

I am  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  C.  ARMSTRONG 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 

ANALYSIS  OF  VISITS 

Premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  540 

Premises  reinspected  or  works  in  progress  1,014 

Drams  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Infectious  disease  (including  visits  by  P.H.  Nurse)  194 

Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Food  poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Food  premises  ...  507 

Food  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Food  and  Drugs  sampling  311 

Milk  Sampling  (phosphatase)  100 

Ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Water  supply  or  sampling  40 

Shops  Act 20 

Factories  (powered)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 

Factories  (non-powered) 21 

Outworkers’  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Sanitary  conveniences  on  building  sites...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Stables  and  piggeries  16 

Ponds,  ditches,  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Petroleum  storage  138 

Caravans  29 

Rats  and  mice,  etc.  (visits  by  Pests  Officer) 2,100 

Disinfestation  23 

Clean  Air  Act  16 

Pet  Animals  Act  4 

Miscellaneous  374 

HOUSING,  DRAINAGE  AND  WATER  SUPPLY 

Set  out  below  in  tabulated  form  are  details  of  action  taken 
following  inspection  or  complaint  in  respect  of  damp  conditions, 
unsatisfactory  drainage,  and  other  defects  in  dwelling-houses. 

December  1960  saw  the  conclusion  of  the  first  phase  of  the 
slum  clearance  programme,  which  extended  over  the  five  years  from 
January  1956,  and  which  followed  the  survey  made  under  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954.  The  up  to  date  position 
and  the  next  phase  are  summarised  under  that  section. 

Applications  and  certificates  given  under  the  Rent  Act  1957 
are  also  tabulated  below. 


The  water  supply  of  the  area  is  governed  by  two  statutory 
bodies  and  is  excellent  in  quality  and  quantity.  One  or  two 
complaints  were  received  during  the  year  in  connection  with  lack 
of  pressure  on  high  ground;  these  complaints  were  investigated 
and  rectified  by  the  Water  Companies  concerned.  A few  com- 
plaints concerned  discoloration  of  the  supply  and  sediment  in  the 
water  at  Cobham.  This  was  found  to  be  due  to  chalk  going  into 
the  supply  from  a softening  plant.  All  tests  taken  showed  there 
was  no  danger  to  health.  It  was  understood  that  the  long  term 
remedy  was  the  construction  of  a new  waterworks,  which  would 
include  a new  softening  plant. 

Because  the  Water  Companies  are  constantly  sampling  the 
water  both  from  chemical  and  bacteriological  points  of  view, 
routine  sampling  by  this  Department  is  not  considered  necessary, 
and  sampling  is  only  carried  out  when  there  is  a special  reason 
for  so  doing. 

All  the  dwelling-houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  by  public 
water  mains,  with  the  exception  of  21  sub-standard  properties 
served  by  a stand-pipe,  and  one  other  house  where  w'ater  is  derived 
from  rainwater  tanks. 


STATISTICS 

No.  of  houses  built  by  the  Council  during  1960  ...  ...  ...  60 

No.  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  during  1960  286 

No.  of  Council  houses  under  construction  47 

No.  of  private  houses  under  construction  ...  ...  ...  ...  250 

Dwellings  provided  by  conversion  (private)  ...  ...  12 


COMPLAINTS 


The  number  received  in  respect  of  housing  matters  was  ..  ...  100 

The  number  received  in  respect  of  drainage  matters  was  ...  ...  127 

NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  Notices  (written  and  verbal) b6 

Notice  requiring  house  to  be  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation 

Section  9,  Housing  Act.  1957  ...  ...  ...  . 1 

Abatement  Notices  in  respect  of  nuisances  Section  93,  Public  Health 

Act,  1936  9 


Abatement  Notices  requiring  repairs  of  defective  closets  Section  45. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  

Abatement  Notices  to  drain  buildings.  Section  39,  Public  Health 
Act,  1936 
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HOUSE  REPAIRS 

Ceilings  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  or  renewed  10 

Doors  and  frames  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Eavesgutters  and  rainwater  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  58 

Fireplaces  and  ranges  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Floors  and  skirtings  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Floors  - sub-floor  ventilation  provided  or  improved 2 

Roofs  - stripped  and  re-roofed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Sinks  - new  provided  and  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Staircases  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Steps  renewed  or  repaired  ...  2 

Ventilation  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Walls,  external  - repaired  or  reconstructed 21 

Walls  - dampness  remedied  39 

Walls,  internal  - plaster  renewed  or  repaired  73 

Windows  - sashes  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Windows  - frames  and  cills  renewed  or  repaired  39 

Windows  - reveals  repointed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Windows  - sash  cords  or  glazing  putty  renewed  28 

Yard  repaired  or  resurfaced  1 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Supplies  reinstated  or  provided  ...  6 

Supply  pipe  and  tap  renewed  or  repaired  1 

DRAINAGE  WORKS 

Drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Gully  kerbing  repaired 6 

Inspection  Chambers  - covers  and  frames  renewed  or  repaired  ...  8 

Inspection  Chambers  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Septic  tank  repaired  or  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Surface  water  drains  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Soil  and  vent  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fresh  air  inlets  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  2 

Waste  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

WATER  CLOSETS 

Structures  rebuilt  or  repaired  11 

Lighting  or  ventilation  provided  2 

Flushing  cisterns  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Pans  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Pan  seats  renewed  or  repaired 5 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE 

Housing  Acts  1936,  1949  and  1957 

The  following  properties  were  demolished  during  the  year  ; — 

Nos.  1,  2 and  3 Ashley  Road,  Thames  Ditton. 

Nos.  1,  2 and  3 Castle  Cottages,  The  Green,  Esher. 

Nos.  3 and  4 Goose  Green  Cottages,  Downside,  Cobham. 

No.  131  Hare  Lane,  Claygate. 

Orders  were  served  and  the  following  properties  were  closed; - 
Giggs  Hill  Cottage,  Portsmouth  Road,  Thames  Ditton. 
Honeysuckle  Cottage,  Portsmouth  Road,  Thames  Ditton. 

Regent  House,  Portsmouth  Road,  Thames  Ditton. 

The  number  of  unfit  houses  included  in  the  five  year  pro- 
gramme, which  began  in  January  1956  and  ended  in  December 
1960,  was  34.  During  that  time,  however,  it  was  decided  to 
represent  other  dwellings  not  included  in  the  programme,  for 
demolition  or  closing  in  accordance  with  Housing  Act  procedure. 

The  action  taken  over  the  last  five  years  is  summarised  below:- 


Demolished 

Closed 

Outstanding 

Total 

Houses  included  in  5 year 
programme  1956-1960  ... 

18 

— 

16 

34 

Houses  dealt  with  outside 
programme 

20 

5 

— 

25 

Total 

38 

5 

16 

59 

Circular  No.  2/60  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  during  the  year  gave  guidance  to  the  Local 
Authority  about  the  next  phase  of  slum  clearance. 

As  a consequence  and  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the 
Ministry,  this  Council  reviewed  its  position  and  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  further  proposals  covering  the  period  1961  to  1965 
inclusive. 

The  number  of  premises  involved  is  30,  16  of  which  are 
outstanding  from  the  last  programme. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a survey  of  other  dwellings  of  a sub- 
standard type  was  in  progress. 
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RENT  ACT  1957  (First  Schedule) 

Part  1 — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  5 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  ...  ...  - 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  ...  ...  ...  5 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  2 
{h)  in  respect  of  all  defects  ...  ...  3 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule 4 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 

proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  

(6)  Number  of  Certificates  issued  ...  1 

Part  2 — Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates. 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for  cancella- 

tion of  certificates  ...  ...  ...  4 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  ...  1 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenant’s 

objection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority 3 

CARAVANS 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960, 
came  into  effect  on  29th  August,  1960.  The  Act  confers  on  local 
authorities  effective  powers  for  controlling  caravan  sites.  In 
Circular  No.  42/60  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment expresses  the  view  that  these  powers  should  be  used  in  a 
positive  way.  He  considers  that  the  aim  should  be  to  secure  that 
all  caravan  sites,  whether  residential  or  holiday  sites,  are  properly 
equipped  and  run;  that  sites  are  not  allowed  in  the  wrong  places, 
but  are  allowed  in  acceptable  places. 

Model  standards  were  provided  by  the  Ministry  with  respect 
to  the  lay-out  of,  and  the  provision  of  facilities,  services  and 
equipment  for,  caravan  sites. 

Fortunately  our  caravan  “problem”  is  negligible  in  this  district, 
but  we  must  nevertheless  apply  this  Act  to  caravan  sites  in  the  area. 

Some  applications  for  licences  for  existing  sites  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act  were  made  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year, 
and  these  were  receiving  attention  as  the  year  closed. 

Where  it  is  proposed  to  establish  a new  site  planning  permis- 
sion must,  of  course,  be  obtained  before  a site  licence  is  given. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


I am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the  following 
information,  the  inclusion  of  which  is  required  by  Circular  1/61 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  greater  part  of  the  built  up  area  of  this  District  is  provided 
with  adequate  soil  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  arrangements. 
There  are,  however,  some  390  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  in  certain 
parts  of  the  parishes  of  Esher,  Cobham,  Oxshott  and  Stoke 
d’Abernon,  particularly  in  Oxshott,  where  the  Council  is  continuing 
its  programme  of  constructing  soil  sewers  with  a view  to  the  future 
elimination  of  cesspools  and  it  is  intended  to  expend  £8,000  in  the 
ensuing  financial  year  on  this  work. 

With  regard  to  sewage  disposal,  the  Council  is  actively  engaged 
in  modernising  and  improving  its  works  at  Molesey  and  Esher. 
The  Council  is  not  satisfied  with  the  position  which  obtains  in 
those  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Cobham  and  Stoke  d’Abernon  which 
drain  into  the  works  at  Cobham,  which  at  the  present  time  deal 
with  a population  of  approximately  10,900  people.  At  the  moment 
a survey  is  being  made  of  these  works  and  the  Council  feels  that 
it  must,  in  the  next  year  or  two,  take  active  steps  to  reconstruct 
these  works  with  a view  to  remedying  the  overloading  which  exists. 
These  works  have  been  improved  very  little  during  the  28  years 
they  have  been  the  responsibility  of  the  Esher  Urban  District 
Council. 


WATERCOURSES 

Difficulties  have  been  experienced  for  some  years  past  in  this 
district  from  the  unauthorised  blocking  of  ditches  and  other  water- 
courses. Much  of  this  arises  from  malicious  throwing  of  refuse  and 
rubble  into  the  ditches,  and  from  the  dumping  of  unwanted  garden 
and  other  refuse,  and,  due  to  the  very  wet  season,  instances  have 
arisen  of  minor  flooding. 

Occasionally  ditches  remain  dry  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
year,  and  during  this  period  may  become  completely  blocked  to 
the  free  flow  of  water.  This  is  a problem  common  to  many 
authorities. 

The  spraying  of  stagnant  water  with  oil  for  the  control  of 
mosquitoes  was  carried  out  as  usual. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADMINISTRATION 

FOOD  SAMPLING 

The  year  1960  saw  the  centenary  of  the  Act  of  1860,  which 
was  the  first  general  law  of  its  kind  in  the  world  which  prevented 
the  adulteration  of  food  and  drink. 

Since  that  time  the  bulk  of  fraudulent  practices  and  adultera- 
tion has  died  out,  but  in  my  opinion  supervision  must  be  active 
and  continuous  because  carelessness  or  the  opportunity  to  defraud 
will  always  be  present. 

The  1955  Act  relates  to  all  human  food  and  drink,  except 
water,  and  the  samples  obtained  by  the  Inspectors,  (who  are 
appointed  as  Sampling  Officers  under  the  Act,)  are  sent  for  analysis 
to  the  Public  Analyst. 

Mr.  Moir  is  the  Public  Analyst  for  Surrey,  and  I should  like 
to  acknowledge  the  very  happy  relationship  which  exists  between 
him  and  the  personnel  of  this  Department,  and  to  say  how  much  I 
appreciate  the  help  and  advice  he  has  so  willingly  given  on  many 
occasions  about  this  very  important  aspect  of  our  work. 

During  the  year  171  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken 
and  submitted  for  analysis.  This  number  of  samples  is  an  average 
of  2-96  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  Of  the  samples 
submitted  four  were  reported  upon  adversely,  and  this  represents 
2-33  per  cent  of  the  total  number. 

Formal  Informal 


Anadin  Analgesic  Tablets  - 1 

Almonds  - Ground  ...  ...  ...  2 

Anchovy  Paste  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Aspirin  Tablets  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Beefburgers  1 

Beef  - Corned  ...  1 - 

Beef  - Minced  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Beer  - Best  Bitter  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 1 

Black  Pudding  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Brandy  ...  2 

Butter  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Butter  Fruits  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Cereal  (mixed)  - wheat,  oats  and  barley  ...  - 1 

Cerebos  Iodised  Salt  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Cherry  Cough  Linctus  - 1 

Chestnut  Spread  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Chewing  Gum  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Chicken  in  Jelly  - Minced  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Chocolate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Cider  - Draught  Vintage  ...  1 

Coconut  Eclairs  - 1 
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Coffee  

Formal 

Informal 

2 

Coffee  Crunch  

- 

1 

Coloured  Balls  for  Cake  Decoration 

- 

1 

Crab  - Dressed 

- 

1 

Cream  - Danish  Sterilised 

- 

1 

Cream  - Double  Devon 

- 

1 

Currants  

. 1 

1 

Curry  Powder 

- 

1 

Dates  - Stoned  ...  

- 

1 

Fish  Cakes 

T 

u 

- 

Fish  Paste  - Salmon  and  Shrimp 

- 

1 

Frankfurters 

1 

- 

Fruit  Drink  made  from  Fresh  Orange  Juice 

- 

1 

Gin 

5 

- 

Gooseberries  in  heavy  syrup 

- 

1 

Grapefruit  Squash  ... 

- 

1 

Gravy  Mix  ...  

- 

1 

Ground  Garlic  ...  

- 

1 

Hamburg  Steaks 

1 

- 

Horseradish  Sauce  ... 

- 

1 

Ice  Cream  - Dairy 

1 

- 

Instant  Whip  ...  

- 

1 

Iodised  Throat  Lozenges 

- 

1 

Jam  ...  ...  

- 

3 

Lard  

2 

- 

Lemonade 

1 

- 

Lemon  Pie  Filling  ...  

- 

1 

Lysantol  Pastilles 

- 

1 

Macaroni  Sauce,  Italian  with  Mushrooms 

- 

1 

Margarine  (containing  no  animal  fat) 

1 

- 

Margarine  with  10%  Butter 

3 

- 

Marzipan,  Pure  Almond  ... 

1 

- 

Meat  Pie 

- 

1 

Meat  Pudding 

- 

1 

Mentholated  Balsam 

- 

1 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  

16 

1 

Milk  Chocolate  Truffles  with 

Jamaica  Rum 

_ 

1 

Milk  - Channel  Islands  Pasteurised 

3 

- 

Milk  - Full  Cream  unsweetened  ... 

- 

1 

Milk  - Jersey  

2 

- 

Milk  Shake  (Banana  Flavour) 

- 

2 

Milk  - T.T.  Farm  Bottled 

2 

- 

Milk  - T.T.  Pasteurised 

- 

1 

Miniature  Marzipan  Fruits 

- 

1 

Murray  Fruits  - Blackcurrant 

- 

1 

Nougat  

- 

1 
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Formal  Informal 


Olives  with  Anchovies  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Peppermint  Lumps - 1 

Pork  Pie  ...  - 6 

Pork  - Pressed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 - 

Praline  Slices  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Rum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sauce  - Mint  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Sausage  - Liver  3 - 

Sausage  Meat  - Pork  ...  ...  ...  1 - 

Sausage  Rolls  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Sausages  - Pork  with  preservative  ...  8 

Sausages  - Chicken  with  preservative  ...  I 

Scampi  - 1 

Sherry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 - 

Smoked  Salmon  Mayonaise  - 1 

Soup  - Mushroom - 1 

Spaghetti  Bolognese  - 1 

Steakburgers  - 1 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie  ...  ...  ...  - 6 

Steak  Pie  ...  - 3 

Suet  - Shredded  Beef  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Sunflo  Oil  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Tea  - 2 

Tomatoes,  Peeled  Plum  - 1 

Turkey  Pie  - 1 

Veal  - Jellied  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 - 

Vinegar  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 - 

Virol  Rusks  - 1 

Whisky  2 

Yeast  Tablets  - 1 


Details  of  the  samples  reported  upon  adversely  by  the  Public 
Analyst  — 


(F.  formal  I. 

Sample  No.  8 I Lysantol  Pastilles 
Irregularity 

The  formula  printed  on  the  label 
includes  7 per  cent  of  Concen- 
trated Blackcurrant  Juice,  but 
there  is  no  evidence  that  the  juice 
used  in  these  pastilles  has  been 
concentrated  to  any  significant 
extent. 


informal) 


Action  Taken 

A warning  letter  was  sent  to  the 
manufacturers  who  are  having  a 
new  type  of  label  attached  to  the 
commodity  which  will  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act. 


Sample  No.  44  I Steak  Pie 
Irregularity 

The  filling  of  the  pie  was  con- 
sidered to  be  deficient  in  meat 
content. 


Action  Taken 

A warning  was  given  to  the  manu- 
facturer. A subsequent  sample 
was  reported  upon  as  genuine. 
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Sample  No.  135  1 Sunflo  Oil  with  S.G.C. 

Irregularity  Action  Taken 

TTie  letters  S.G.C.  or  the  descrip-  Letter  written  to  manufacturers, 
tion  of  Synergistol  Concentrate 
did  not  satisfy  the  requirements 
of  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order, 

1953. 

Sample  No.  151  F Washed  Currants 
Irregularity 

The  sample  contained  one  live 
moth  larva  and  a little  thread-like 
material  as  excreted,  but  the 
sample  showed  no  further  signs  of 
insect  infestation.  In  other  respects 
the  currants  were  judged  to  be  of 
fair  quality. 

SAMPLING  OF  MEAT  PIES 

Following  a request  by  the  Food  Standards  Committee  of  the 
Urban  District  Councils’  Association  samples  of  various  meat  pies 
were  purchased  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the 
first  six  months  of  the  year. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  meat  content  of  the  samples 
varied  between  19  and  80  per  cent. 

Clearly  there  is  a case  for  a legal  minimum  standard,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  a suitable  standard  will  be  prescribed  before 
long. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  following  is  a list  of  diseased  or  otherwise  unsound  meat 
and  other  foods  which  were  surrendered  and  destroyed  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


lbs. 

lbs. 

Beef 

140 

Biscuits 

114 

Kidneys  (Pig) 

40 

Fish  

14 

Pork  - leg 

00 

Fruit  (Dried) 

13 

Lemonade  Crystals 

51 

Total 

3 cwts.  1 qtr.  161  lbs. 

Beans 

49  tins 

Luncheon  Meat 

12  tins 

Cake  Mixture 

136  pkts. 

Milk  

5 tins 

Chicken 

I tin 

Peas 

19  tins 

Coffee 

2 tins 

Pickles 

4 jars 

Confectionery 

120  pkts. 

Pudding  Mixture 

1 18  pkts. 

Custard  Powder 

1 tin 

Soup 

46  tins 

Fish  

134  tins 

Stewed  Steak 

2 tins 

Fruit  

222  tins 

Tomato  Juice 

7 tins 

Frozen  Food 

327  pkts. 

Vegetables 

6 tins 

Icing  Sugar 

1 3 pkts. 

Whcatflakes  ... 

1 pkt. 

Jam 

21  jars 

Action  Taken 

Letter  sent  to  -packers  and  distri- 
butors and  explanations  were 
accepted. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 

There  is  a general  trend  towards  improvement  in  hygiene  in 
food  premises.  To  mention  some  of  these  improvements,  I would 
point  to  the  increasing  number  of  butchers  who  are  having 
refrigerated  slabs  fitted  for  their  window  displays,  fishmongers 
who  are  having  fronts  fitted  to  their  open  shops,  catering  establish- 
ments which  have  had  kitchens  renovated  and  improved  and 
bakers  and  others  who  have  adopted  new  methods  of  excluding 
flies.  On  this  last  point  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  1960 
a new  type  of  insect  barrier  came  into  use  in  the  form  of  a plastic 
screen  made  from  brightly  coloured  strips  of  P.V.C.  They  are 
fixed  in  the  doorways  to  bakers’  shops  or  rooms  where  sugar  sub- 
stances are  constantly  in  use.  Initial  results  and  reports  on  these 
were  good;  it  was  found  that  insects  would  not  fly  through  the 
gaps  in  the  strips,  which  move  about,  thus  varying  the  width  of 
the  gaps,  and  it  is  this  fact  apparently  that  deters  the  insects. 

Four  cafes  closed  voluntarily  during  the  year  when  it  was 
found  that  the  premises  fell  far  short  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regula- 
tions. Two  subsequently  reopened  following  renovations. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  food  hygiene  will  become  a selling  point 
for  the  food  trader.  In  my  opinion  the  public  have  been  slow  to 
recognise  and  patronise  the  shops  which  have  made  efforts  in  this 
direction. 

I would  like  to  see  some  of  the  traditional  “sales  resistance” 
overcome.  It  appears  that  customers  would  rather  buy  cakes  or 
buns  from  an  open  wooden  delivery  tray  propped  up  in  a shop 
rather  than  from  a cabinet  where  the  food  is  tastefully  displayed 
and  protected  behind  glass. 

Dogs  cannot  by  law  be  excluded  from  food  shops,  but  it  is 
generally  agreed  that  it  is  best  if  they  are  left  outside.  Food 
traders  could  help  here  by  providing  rails  outside  their  shops  on 
to  which  the  dogs’  leads  could  be  tied  whilst  the  owners  went  inside. 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

Dirty  conditions  were  the  subject  of  legal  proceedings  taken 
against  proprietors  of  a cafe  where  the  state  of  the  premises  had 
been  deteriorating  for  some  while,  and  where,  despite  constant 
promptings,  very  little  had  been  done  to  make  the  cafe  comply 
with  the  regulations. 

Fines  imposed  in  respect  of  these  summonses  totalled  £45. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS  1949-  1959 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959,  amended 
the  law  regarding  registration. 

The  registration  of  distributors  is  now  required  to  be  effected 
only  with  the  local  authority  in  whose  area  the  premises  from 
which  the  milk  is  distributed  are  situated. 

A number  of  cases  of  dirty  milk  bottles  were  brought  to  the 
Department  for  attention.  Considerable  information  was  supplied 
to  the  Public  Health  Committee  concerning  some  of  the  complaints. 
One  conclusion  able  to  be  drawn  from  the  investigations  showed 
that  whilst  the  number  of  complaints  received  in  relation  to  the 
number  of  bottles  of  milk  sold  was  extremely  small,  consumers 
were  sometimes  at  fault  by  returning  empty  bottles  in  a dirty 
condition. 

Bottles  have  been  contaminated  with  a variety  of  foreign 
matter  including  cement,  grease,  oil  and  hair  lotion. 

The  “rinse  and  return”  slogan  is  a good  one  and  is  fundamen- 
tal to  a clean  milk  supply.  It  was  agreed  with  the  suppliers  of  milk 
to  this  area  that  whenever  opportunity  offered  the  public  should 
be  reminded  of  their  duty  to  carry  out  this  simple  safeguard. 

Number  of  Milk  Distributors  registered  in  the  area  ...  4 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  Dairies  (not  being 
Dairy  Farms)  ...  4 


Licences  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised 
and  Sterilised)  Regulations  1949-1954,  have  been  issued  as 


follows;^ — 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  ‘Sterilised"  Milk  15 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  “Pasteurised"  Milk  ...  20 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  “Sterilised"  Milk  ...  8 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  “Pasteurised"  Milk  8 


Licences  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk) 
Regulations  1949,  have  been  issued  as  follows: — 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested’’  Milk  ...  19 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk  8 


The  number  of  milk  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  the 
Phosphatase  and  Methylene  Blue  tests  and  to  check  on  the 
efficiency  of  pasteurisation  was  94.  All  of  these  samples  were 
satisfactory. 
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ICE  CREAM 


During  the  year  51  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  (Methylene  Blue  Test).  The  results  were  as  follows: — 


Provisional 

grade 

1 


4 


No.  of 
samples 
42 
5 
4 


Rate  % of  the 
total  number  of 
samples  taken. 
82-35 
9-81 
7-84 
0-00 


For 

comparison 

1958 

the  years 

1958  and 

1959  are  given  below 

1959 

1 

46 

90-20 

1 

45 

86-54 

T 

5-88 

-) 

1 

1-92 

3 

3-92 

3 

5 

9-62 

4 

- 

0-00 

4 

1 

1-92 

Grade  1 and  2 samples  can  be  considered  satisfactory. 


BREAD  AND  FLOUR -Food  Standards  Committee  Report 

In  November  1960  there  was  a joint  announcement  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  Ministry  of  Health 
and  the  Home  Office,  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

“The  main  recommendations  regarding  bread  are  that  there 
should  be  a statutory  permitted  list  of  the  ingredients  which  may  be 
used  in  bread;  that  descriptions  of  “protein”  breads  should  be 
controlled;  that  slimming  claims  in  connection  with  bread  should 
be  controlled;  and  that  exaggerated  claims  for  enrichment  of  bread 
or  for  energy-producing  qualities  should  be  prohibited. 

The  Committee  recommends  that  the  present  regulations  which 
require  all  flour  to  contain  specified  amounts  of  vitamin  Bl, 
nicotinic  acid  and  iron  and  the  addition  of  chalk  (creta  praeparata) 
to  all  flour  except  wholemeal  flour,  should  be  continued  for  the 
present  and  that  no  change  in  the  prescribed  levels  of  nutrients 
and  chalk  is  required;  that  the  sampling  of  flour  to  ensure  that  it 
complies  with  these  regulations  should  be  confined  to  mills  and 
docks;  and  that  only  certain  bleaching  and  improving  agents  should 
be  allowed  for  the  treatment  of  flour.” 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT  1958 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  the  Council  were  required  to 
furnish  to  the  Minister  by  November  1960  a report  on  : — 

(a)  the  existing  and  probable  future  requirements  of  their 
District  for  slaughterhouse  facilities  having  regard 
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to  the  needs  both  of  persons  requiring  the  use  of  such 
facilities  and  of  other  persons;  and 

(b)  the  slaughterhouse  facilities  which  are,  or  are  likely 
to  become,  available  to  meet  those  requirements. 

After  a review  of  the  position  and  consultation  with  such 
organisations  that  represented  the  interest  concerned,  a report 
was  sent  to  the  Minister  stating  that  the  existing  requirements  were 
adequately  met  by  excellent  facilities  available  at -a  modem  abattoir 
in  a nearby  district,  and  that  probable  future  requirements  would 
continue  to  be  adequately  met.  This  report  was  accepted  by  the 
Ministry  concerned. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  this  urban  district. 


LICENSING  OF  SLAUGHTERMEN 

Whilst  none  are  employed  as  slaughtermen  in  this  area,  there 
were  five  on  the  Register  who  received  licences  for  the  year. 


THE  MEAT  (STAINING  & STERILIZATION) 

REGULATIONS  1960 

These  regulations  came  into  force  on  1st  November,  1960,  and 
require  all  butcher’s  meat  and  imported  meat  which  is  unfit  for 
human  consumption  to  be  sterilized,  and  all  knacker  meat  to  be 
stained  or  sterilized,  before  entering  the  chain  of  distribution. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  to  1959 

1.  Inspections : 


PREMISES 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

47 

21 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

239 

174 

'y 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 

workers’ premises) 

17 

1 

Total  ... 

286 

212 

4 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  : 


P.XRTICUL.ARS 

Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
found 

No.  of 
cases  in 

Referred 

which 

prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

_ 

— 

- 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Tempera- 
ture (S.3)  

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4)  



_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.7) 

ia)  Insufficient  ... 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

15 

10 

_ 

6 

_ 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork)  

Total  ... 

17 

10 

- 

6 

- 
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OUTWORKERS 

The  number  of  outworkers  in  the  district  is  9.  Their  premises 
have  been  visited  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

MEANS  OF  ESCAPE  IN  CASE  OF  FIRE 

The  number  of  Certificates  issued  for  means  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire,  as  provided  by  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  was  6. 

On  1st  December,  1960,  this  function  was  transferred  to  the 
Fire  Authority  of  the  Surrey  County  Council.  In  passing  over 
these  duties,  I should  like  to  comment  on  the  large  amount  of  work 
conscientiously  carried  out  by  the  Inspectors  prior  to  the  transfer. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  work  of  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  continued  on 
the  general  lines  of  other  years.  The  wet  season  made  operating 
more  difficult,  and  the  increase  of  complaints  could  be  due  to  the 
increase  in  building  and  population  in  the  area. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  have  been  grateful  to  be  able 
to  use  the  Molesey  Tip  for  courses  in  Rat  IDestruction  for  new 
operators  and  Colonial  Health  Officers. 

The  destruction  of  foxes  in  the  area  was  quite  successful  ■ — 
12  litters  of  cubs  were  gassed  in  their  earths  and  14  adult  foxes 
shot  during  organised  drives  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
Officers. 

Princes  Coverts  at  Oxshott  is  the  home  of  many  foxes,  which 
re-infest  other  parts  of  the  district  each  year  — about  200  - 300 
acres  of  very  thick  cover  makes  ideal  breeding  ground  for  them 
in  complete  safety,  as  this  cover  is  too  thick  to  drive. 

Rabbits  have  again  appeared  in  limited  numbers,  but  at  the 
Hatchford  end  of  the  District,  where  their  density  was  highest, 
myxomatosis  has  appeared  again. 

The  Pests  Officer  has  seen  many  dead  pigeons  in  the  rural 
area  apparently  poisoned  by  the  seed  corn  dressings.  Sparrow 
hawks  have  also  been  found,  probably  killed  by  eating  these 
pigeons.  Undoubtedly  a good  deal  of  harm  is  done  to  bird  life 
by  these  dressings. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 
Report  for  12  months  ended  31st  December,  1960 
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(5) 

Agricultural 

32 

32 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

(4) 

Total  of  Cols. 
(1),  (2)  & (3) 

21,335 

ooc  1 
o 

2,100 

907 

160 

1,031 

1,567 

1 1 

1 

1 

00 

Non-Agricultural  | 

(3) 

All  other 
(inc.  Business 
Premises) 

2,659 

(N  r-  1 
tn—  1 

673 

47 

20 

SO 

512 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc.  Council 
Houses) 

18,605 

— o J 

00 

1,024 

850 

140 

096 

1,015 

1 1 

1 

00 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

r* 

1 1 1 

e3  ^ 

403 

SS 

1 ^ 

Mice  “ 

— Minor 

o 

40 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

r.  Total  number  of  properties  in  Local  Authority’s 
District 

11.  Number  of  prt  perties  inspected  as  a result  of  (a) 
notification,  (b)  survey  under  the  Act.  (c)  other- 
wise, e.g.,  when  visited  primarily  for  some  other 
purpose 

111.  Total  inspections  carried  out  including  re-inspec- 
tions (to  be  completed  only  if  figures  are  readily 
available) 

IV.  Number  of  properties  inspected  (in  Section  II) 
which  were  found  to  be  infested  by  : (a)  Rats, 

(b)  Mice 

V.  Number  of  infested  properties  (in  Section  IV) 
treated  by  the  Local  Authority 

VI.  Total  treatments  carried  out,  including  re-treat- 
ment (to  be  completed  only  if  figures  are  readily 
available) 

VII.  Number  of  notices  served  under  Section  IV  : — 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Work  (i.e.  Proofing) 

Vllf.  Number  of  cases  in  which  default  action  was  taken 
by  Lccal  Authority  following  issue  of  a notice 
under  Section  IV  of  the  Act 

TX.  Legal  proceedings 

X.  Number  of  ‘’Block”  control  schemes  carried  out 
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PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928 

Whilst  there  is  a definite  trend  towards  the  use  of  diesel  oil 
for  commercial  vehicles,  and  as  a consequence  some  of  the  storage 
tanks  at  business  premises  contain  diesel  oil  instead  of  petroleum 
spirit,  there  is  a marked  expansion  of  petroleum  spirit  storage 
space  at  filling  stations,  and  the  installations  of  a number  of  new 
underground  tanks  was  supervised  during  the  year. 

During  1960,  84  premises  within  the  Urban  District  were 
licensed  to  store  (at  any  one  time)  159,641  gallons  of  Petroleum 
Spirit  and  Petroleum  Mixtures.  Three  licences  were  issued  for 
the  storage  of  22  cwt.  of  Carbide  of  Calcium. 


GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  MATTERS 


COMPLAINTS 

The  number  received  during  the  year  was  216 

NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  Notices  (written  and  verbal)  ...  ...  ...  66 

.Abatement  Notices  to  provide  a dustbin.  Section  75 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

GENERAL  NUISANCES  ABATED 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Premises  from  which  animals  were  removed  ...  ...  2 

Premises  disinfested  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  . ■ 8 


PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATH 

There  is  only  one  public  swimming  bath  in  this  District.  It  is 
an  open  air  bath  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  River  Thames  in  East 
Molesey. 

The  source  of  the  water  used  for  filling  and  topping  up  the 
bath  is  a private  artesian  well.  The  bath  contains  250,000  gallons 
of  water  of  which  28,000  are  circulated  through  the  filtration  plant 
per  hour  giving  an  approximate  eight  hour  turnover  of  the  whole 
of  the  water  in  the  bath. 

The  method  of  treatment  is  by  continual  mechanical  filtration 
through  a rapid  sand  filter  and  the  addition  of  chlorine  by  the 
break-point  system. 

TTie  results  of  all  bacteriological  samples  taken  were 
satisfactory. 
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DISINFECTION 

Following  cases  of  infectious  disease,  disinfection  was  carried 
out  in  respect  of  rooms  or  bedding  at  14  premises. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

The  main  purpose  of  this  Act  is  the  enforcement  of  the  protec- 
tion of  animals  in  the  business  of  selling  them  as  pets. 

The  prescribed  fee  for  an  annual  licence  is  10/-.  Three  appli- 
cations were  received,  one  from  Cobham,  one  from  Esher  and  one 
from  East  Molesey,  and  in  each  case  the  Council  granted  a licence 
after  an  inspection  and  report 

RAINFALL 

Table  showing  rainfall  in  the  District  during  1960,  taken  at 
the  Esher  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 


January  

1-86  ins. 

August 

...  3-05  ins. 

February  

1-83  „ 

September  ... 

...  2-38  „ 

March  

1-46  „ 

October 

...  6-12  „ 

April  

0-65  „ 

November  ... 

...  3-81  „ 

May  

1-93  „ 

December  ... 

...  2-34  „ 

June  

2-12  „ 

July  

2-71  ,. 

Total  30-26  ins. 

Compared  with 

the  figures 

for  the  previous 

year  this  is 

increase  of  11-94  inches. 

The  average  yearly  rainfall  for  the  past  five  years  was 
24-52  inches. 
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